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fe: Commenis—VA Tealth Care in American Samoa
Deur Commisstoneys:

The Copital Realignment for Lnhanced Scrvices (CARES) initiative represents a
memingl and substantive step towards mecting the healthcare needs of the veteran
population in American Samoa. Historically, the veterans of the Territory of American
Sumea have been without the benefit of a locally situated VA center for medical services.
Both the VA center in Honolulu, Hawait and the veteran clientele in the Territory have
heen forced to rmake he besl of this situation by transporting VA paticnts to Honolulu,
[Tawaii for primary, sccondary and tertiary care and treatiment, a distance of 2,600 miles.
Tlds is analogous to requiring that a VA beneficiary to travel from Los Angeles 1o New
Youk City in order to access basic medical attention.

The piioritization of the VA Medical and Regional Office Center in Honolulu, Hawaii (or
a clinjeal presence in American Samoa, must be received with the appropriate weight and
consideration for which the sitnation demands. American Samoa 18 a major recruiling
center for the aumed services per capita, and annually, no less than one-third of each
graduating high school class (approximately 1,400 total) participates in an armed services
braneh reeruitnient program.  Secondly, DOD’s expansion of the Army Reserve Center
in Amercican Sanoa, doubles the size of the former facility and, therefore, appropriately
deployed numbers of combat, engincering and administrative personnel reside in the
Territory without appropriate medical care available, The extension of rcasoning here 1s
thet DOD experiences a high rate of cnlisted, active daty people of Native American
Sanoa origin, and subscquently, gencrates a high number of potential VA enrollment
clizntele cither through vetirement or lesser years of service.
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Having a VA clinical presence in American Samoa that is permancatly localed is a must
inotderto:

48 provide cost eflective (for both VA and clientele) medical attention for
veterans in American Samoa; and
b. meet & quality of carc standard required by medical and administrative review

boards for local medical services for veterans.

In maintand, Hawaii or Alaska jurisdictions, the situation that exists in American Samoa
would never be tolerated by the administration and community at large. What criteria
dozs onc use (o overide or deny a basic bencfit derived from having served the nation’s
aumed forces? Tlow does such criteria get applied to a whole community? Withoul a
well-cstablished presence in the Territory, how dees the Administration know the real
clicets of such a policy of denial? How docs a system anderstand the depth and breadth
of a sitvalion il one is not there to witness or record it? Dogs the Administration know
the level of emigration of veterans from the Territory that can be attributed to the lack of
{hese besic necessitics in American Samoa for them? These arc pressing concerns that
can only be addressed when the VA is able to commit to creating a full time, permancnt
prezenes in the Territory of Amcrican Samox.

We urge the Comrmission to support the work and initiatives of the VA Medical and
Reaional Office Centar in Honolulu, Hawaii by approving a provision for a long term,
peimansnt solution to meeting basic health care nceds of the Amcrica’s veterans of
Native American Samoan origin or heritage that is sited in American Samoa.
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e Honorablc Senator Daniel Inouye
IMonorable Senator Daniel Akaka
Houorable Congressman Faleaomavaega Eni Hunkin
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